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RESURRECTION Sunday, April 17—
Sunrise Service, 7:30am (outside weather permitting) wear
comfortable shoes, and remember to bring fresh flowers for
s, the cross
Continental Breakfast - 8:30am—~Fellowship Hall provided by
the Worship Ministry Team (coffee, juice, sweet rolls, fruit &
efc)
Easter Sunday Worship (indoors)—10:00am

15 ngEN (nursery provided)

MISSIONS—LOCAL & WORLDWIDE

)l' : \ (FORMERLY COMMUNITY OUTREACH)

LUNCH & LEARN

SUNDAY, MAY 1
Join us following worship for Chili & Cornbread and learn more about our

impact on the local community including the homeless, food pantry, and

other mission outreach opportunities. Guest speakers are Travis Williams,

Neighborhood Ministries Coordinator, Andie Besceglia, UGArden and John Morris, Advantage
Behavior’s Street Missions. Please Sign up on the bulletin board!

Just areminder to please return
your pledge cards on or before Sun-
day, April 24th. This is when we the
body of Christ at Covenant will offer
our commitments to God’s church.
Making the bold, faith-filled state-
ment that we believe in God’s King-
dom-building work that starts here
at Covenant and stretches out into
our community and across the world.

Easter Sunday, In worship center
by 9:30 to rehearse with trumpets.



https://www.youtube.com/cpcathens

IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT COVENANT'S
2022-2023 PROPOSED BUDGET!

Dear Covenant friends,

| am writing to give you a brief narrative description of next year’s proposed budget,
which you received in the mail along with your pledge cards. That way you will can get an
overview of changes we are suggesting without having to wade through all the numbers.

First, a note about the budget process. To create the preliminary budget, the Finance
Ministry Team (FMT) requests budget amounts from each Ministry Team. They provide
amounts based on past spending as well as expected future needs. This has been difficult
for the past two years during COVID, but the teams were told to plan for a church that is
fully open with all programs operating in person. This preliminary budget is considered to
be a “wish budget”, with the understanding that amounts may be altered once all pledges
are in. At that point, the FMT determines if cuts to the budget should be made and how
best to make them, in conjunction with the individual teams where necessary. A final pro-
posed budget is presented to Session, and they vote whether or not to approve it after
making any additional changes they desire. The congregation does not vote on the budget
but receives it for information. A copy of the current budget is available on the church
website.

This year’s proposed budget is based on the requests from all ministry teams. There is one
error in the printed budget you received—the total budget for 2021-2022 should be
$449,547 as listed on the top. The bottom value double- counts Travis’ salary and FICA, a
mistake | made in preparing the spreadsheet. Highlights from the proposed budget include:

« A 6% increase in salaries for all employees but Dana based on the recommendations
from Personnel to cover the cost of living increases due to inflation. Dana’s salary is
from his interim contract and he said no increase was necessary. Note that Karen got
the same percentage increase but it is divided between salary and an IRA contribution
at her request.

o A one-time line item in Administration for $700 (based on Dana’s recommendation) for
a congregational study required before a new pastor search can commence.

« An additional line item for funding for training for Session as they work to prepare for
a new pastor.

o A reorganization of line items in Christian Ed to reflect function (meals, etc.) rather
than programming (Cov. Connection) and to add an intern to help with children’s pro-
gramming such as Cov. Connection and a small stipend for the new library.

« Significant increases in Community Outreach (now renamed Missions—Local/Global) to
reflect our continuing needs from the community. The Family Promise model has
changed from mostly volunteers to paid staff on weekends, which is more expensive.
They also requested an increase in money for the food pantry due to continuing needs
in this area.

« No mission trip is planned this year due to continuing concern about travel restrictions.
The Montreat trip this June is covered under our special restricted accounts for 2021-
2022. The $1000 in the 2022-2023 budget for Montreat is a placeholder as discussions
about youth ministry/ participation continue.

o Care and Nurture of Young Children has been moved to the Worship section.

Please feel free to contact me if you have additional questions about the numbers or the
budget process, or come to our monthly Finance meetings and get involved in the budget
gliscussion! Pam Knox, Treasurer, pnknox@yahoo.com or 706-543-9560 (home)
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PRAYER CONCERNS: Joe Meyers was diagnosed with cancer in January and began chemo-
therapy in early March. He will be going to Emory University's Winship Cancer Institute in
April for surgery and radiation and then again for most of May for Proton Beam Therapy;
Sally Boardman, waiting for report; Bert Ballard-Myer’'s mom, Agnes started radiation

treatment; Ansley & Carrie Tweedell’s cousin, Ashton expecting a girl in the next few
weeks; Joyce Placek is a cancer survivor and is doing very well; Nancy Omdahl continuing
to receive chemo treatments; Pauline Marshall at Highland Hills #112; the nation.
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§ Daily Bible Readings April 18-24 %
< Monday Acts 5: 27-32 2
'S <9
= Tuesday Psalm 118: 14-29 3
E Wednesday Psalm 150 %
§Thursday 2 Kings 7: 1-16 %
 Friday Psalm 2 3
§Saturday Revelation 1: 4-8 %
%Sunday John 20: 19-31 %
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VOLUNTEER
NI ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING i
AN e Fam|l_y OPPORTUNITY!
Promise HosT week
For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Shar- of Athens
ing has provided Presbyterians a way to May 8—15

share God’s love with our neighbors in . . .
C t is the host tion for Famil
need around the world. You can help sus- ovenant 1s the host congregation tor ramity

. : N Promise during the week of May 8-15. Again
tain the important ministries and programs . o _ .
that are supported by ONE GREAT HOUR OF |  this time, the families are staying at Milledge

SHARING OFFERING by making an online Avenue Baptist Church. Volunteering is safe
gift at anytime at pcusa_org/oghs or mail and easy at MABC, and with the Day Center
your check to PCUSA P. O. Box 643700, open with FP staff present during weekday
Pittsburg, PA 15264-3700 or mark your business hours we will not need daytime
checks for OGHS and put in the offering hosts. We DO need evening meals preparers

plate or mail. Thank you for your generous | = and evening and overnight hosts. We will like-
giving. Please click on this link for more ly have 3 families in the program. The sign-up

info: https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/ genius site is here:

offering/oghs/

https:/ /www.signupgenius.com/ go/4090f4ca
5aa29a4fe3-2022

Please submit prayer concerns and/or celebra-

tions to the church office 706-548-2756 or For more information contact Phil Hale
kwetherington@covpresathens.org. or before (phale50@hotmail.com), 706-614-0812.
worship service fill out the Prayer Concern form Thank you /

and put in offering plate or give to Pastor Dana.
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COVENANT’S COVID POLICIES (EFFECTIVE MARCH 7, 2022)

We look forward to worshiping with you. We continue to strive
to protect our loved ones and believe in transparency. Our cur-
rent COVID policies are based on the CDC’s community level

rating for Athens Clarke County. Nursery
Guidelines for gathering inside Covenant Presbyterian Church: The Toddler room has been
Green Rating — Mask wearing is optional. Indoor and out- freshly painted and cleaned
door food and drinks are permitted. Anyone showing signs and and is now available for

symptoms of COVID is invited to worship with us virtually.
Please be considerate of personal preferences to remain contact
-free and social distance.

Any changes to ACC's rating will be announced in the Covenant-
er, online, and in worship. You can check ACC’s current CDC

rating here.

parents & children during
worship. (Nursery workers
available for the Easter 10am
worship service)

Earth Day is Friday, April 22, 2022.

< @\ The first Earth Day was observed on April 22, 1970, when 20 million
) people across America celebrated by filling their local streets, parks
and auditoriums to demand a healthy, sustainable environment.
They were concerned about their cities laden with smog, polluted
rivers, rampant pollution, and other environmental hazards.
Since then, Earth Day has been celebrated around the world, by people from all walks of
life who are concerned about making a sustainable future for their children. In the past,
events, festivals and overall awareness campaigns mark the day, with the hope of pre-
serving the environment.
You might think protecting the Earth is a monumental task, one that can only be per-
formed by superheroes. But believe it or not, there are many things we can all do to make
a difference. Even small changes can have a big impact.

PROCESS FOR THE ELECTION OF ELDERS BEGINS- Forming a Nominating Committee

Each year, Covenant elects elders to serve a 3-year term on the Session. The involve-
ment of the congregation is important during the entire process. Kay Brooks is the
Nominating Committee chair this year, with Donny Whitehead as the second (inactive)
elder approved by the Session. Marie Ballard-Myer is the nominee for election
by the congregation.

There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, April 24, immediately following

worship to elect this member of the Nominating Committee. For questions or recom-
mendations, please contact Kay or Donny.
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Please click on this link https://www.covpresathens.org/documents/session-minutes/ for the session

minutes. When you scroll down you will see links to earlier minutes. If you would like minutes from
previous years please let me know at kwetherington@covpresathens.

HOW TO GIVE. There is a new online giving FINANCIAL REPORT
option through the Presbyterian Foundation at this FISCAL YEAR TO DATE - Week #41
link https://www.covpresathens.org/online-giving/

Or you can click on this link Anticipated Pledges — $336,484.13

www.covpresathens.org and click on online giv- Actual Pledges — $334,063.02
ing. And as always you can mail your check to the
church office or give in person. Thank you for your

Thank you for your faithful giving!
One Great Hour of Sharing 5

Join the Covenant Social Justice Book Club starting on April 21st at 7 PM via Zoom as we discuss
“Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?”, the 1967 book by African-American minis-

ter, Nobel Peace Prize laureate, and social justice campaigner Martin Luther King Jr. “Where Do We
Go From Here” was King's fourth and last book before his 1968 assassination. Our first session will

cover up to chapter 4. Travis

MNP E§Church School Classes via ZOOM!
b:éw ('» UPPER ROOM CLASS- Sunday mornings at 11:30am, James Malone hosts and different

class members facilitate the discussion of the weekly chapter in 7he Present Word. If

% % you would like to participate, please contact James at gillbillvolume1@yahoo.com, to

= . - ] receive your ZOOM invitation.

CHRISTIAN . . ,

EDUCATION JOURNEY CLASS—Sunday mornings, 8:30am—9:45am , Phil and Sallie Hale host
and different class volunteers facilitate discussion using the book, Speaking of

Faith, by Krista Tippett. If you would like to participate, please contact Phil at phale50@hotmail.com

THE MUSIC SEARCH COMMITTEE is actively
seeking applicants for music director &
piano accompanist. If anyone in the congrega-

*I tion knows someone who is interested, please

Knitter and Knotters —
Thursday, April 21 at 2pm

give their contact information to Katy Terry,
Gloria Pylant, Betsy Burmeister, Laura Foskey,
Jerry Shannon or Abby Horvath.

: 3
> 3
* Join us for a good time of fellowship
x

and fun!

Week of April 17 Library Corner

y Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha, and Mohammed Cross the Road: Christian
- Identity in a Multi-Faith World by Brian McLaren The Journey Class (one of
3_7___ Covenant’s Sunday school classes) recently read this book by Brian D. McLar-

en, and it spurred many fruitful discussions. Why does Christianity sometime
have an air of hostility towards other faiths? How should Christians view other religions? McLaren uses
examples from his own life as well as ideas from theologians to explore the topic. (Bay D, Shelf 1) —
Church Librarian Valerie Stone. (If you would like to write a few sentences highlighting a book or DVD in
our library, please contact me.)
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Covenant’s Emergency Food Pantry

, %MO said, "@/m;ﬂ o them Members, and friends of Covenant have been giving generously of their
) = w7 time and talents to the Emergency Food Pantry. As you can imagine,

domelhing lo eal. ” .
2 the need is great.

Covenant’s Emergency Food Pantry Thursdays, 1pm—4pm.

Next food distribution is on Thursday, April 21!

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
STAY SAFE—If there is any reason at all that you should NOT physically volunteer-consider the

following:
Make a financial donation to the Food Pantry by sending a check to Covenant and write
“food pantry” in the subject line. (You could send it in at the same time you send in

your pledge).
We can use grocery bags (paper or plastic), and small boxes to pack the food. If you call the
church, someone could even come out to your car and get it.

If you are able to physically be present as a volunteer:
You can also share the 3-hour time slot with 2 friends!

Please sign up for Covenant Food Pantry!

Feeding 100 families every week is hard work and we need your help! Our drive-thru pantry is
awesome and you should join us and impact your community.

https:/ / givepul.se/6xemwu

1. Have you been exposed to someone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19? See the CDC's risk

assessment guidance.
2. Do you have symptoms consistent with COVID-19?7 Symptoms can include a cough or shortness of

breath or at least two of the following: Fever, Chills, Repeated shaking with chills, Muscle pain, Head-
ache, Sore throat, New loss of taste or smell. See the CDC'’s symptom information.

If you answered "yes" to any of those questions, we ask you not to register. We are doing all we can to
align with best practices and keep our community healthy.

Isaiah 58:10—Feed the hungry and help those in trouble, then your light will shine out from the
darkness, and the darkness around you will be as bright as noon.

The Food Pantry distribution for the month of March served 1,055 food insecure folks including
298 children and 198 senior adults.

Thank you Covenant and May We All Have Enough!

(@)}
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