
   

T H E  C O V E N A N T E R                
A p r i l  1 4 ,  2 0 2 4  

Member NE GEORGIA Presbytery,                                                                          
Synod of the South Atlantic,                                                                                                                    
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Please click here to view Covenants Worship Service on You Tube for                       
Sunday, April 14, 2024 at 11am: https://www.youtube.com/cpcathens                         

Link to the bulletin: https://www.covpresathens.org/bulletin/ 
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 Sunday, April 21                                                                                                             

We will celebrate God’s gifts by offering our pledge cards              

during worship.  

  

Welcome Rev. Ron Gilreath as our quest speaker Sunday, April 14, 2024 at 11:00am                                                        

The Rev. Ron Gilreath is a retired minister in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a minister member of 

Northeast Georgia Presbytery. Ron is a native of Fayetteville, NC and a graduate of Methodist University, 

Union Presbyterian Seminary, and Columbia Theological Seminary. He retired in 2014 after serving Mount 

Vernon Presbyterian Church in Sandy Springs, GA. Ron and his wife Melisha, a retired school psychologist, 

are the parents of two daughters and the grandparents of a grandson and granddaughter. Ron and Melisha 

live at Presbyterian Village Athens.  

Sunday April 21 will be Pastor Dana’s last Sunday with us. Thank you Pastor Dana for serving Covenant 

as our transitional pastor for almost 2 1/2 years.  You brought wisdom, compassion,  and love to our 

church and we thank you and your family.  We wish Pastor Dana & family all the best.  A reception will 

follow the worship service.  

Pledge packets for the 2024—2025  Stewardship Campaign If you have not received your 

packet yet there are extra pledge cards, budget items and envelopes on the table in the 

gathering room.                                                                                                      

  

Covenant is pleased to welcome Reverend Teresa Franklin as our                                 

Interim/Transitional Pastor. 

She comes to us after serving two years through the pastoral transition for                   

Nacoochee Presbyterian Church in Sautee, GA. On April 24 she plans to join us at 

Covenant Connection and will lead worship on Sunday, April 28.                                                   

Teresa and her husband and two granddaughters live in Clarkesville, GA. 

https://www.youtube.com/cpcathens
https://www.covpresathens.org/bulletin/
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Covenant’s nursery is in need of a 

few more volunteers who would be 

willing to help once every four 

months.   It’s a great opportunity 

to get to know our very youngest 

Covenanters.   If you’re willing to help, please  

contact the church  office or Ellen Stoneburner 

(phone and text 706-296-4468).    

NEWS FROM THE GREEN DREAM TEAM— Columbia Theological Seminary has been awarded 

a Climate Science in Theological Education grant by the American Association for the        

Advancement of Science, Ethics and Religion program. “Integrating science into seminary 

education and events will encourage interest within seminaries and surrounding communi-

ties about the relevance of science to theological education and will produce growing 

number of religious leaders equipped to help their congregants find answers to science-

related questions.” For more information go to: https://presbyterianmission.org/story/

columbia-theological-seminary-awarded-climate-science-in-theological-education-grant     

Barbara Burnett & Jere Bowden, Covenant’s Green Dream Team 

   

Team Meeting Wednesday, April 17 at                    
5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

A Spirit of Comfort…   

Covenant seeks to nurture a spirit of welcome where members and visitors are at ease. Here are some 
ways we hope you can be at home during worship services and programs:   

There is breathing room for your faith. 

· If you are uncomfortable with the words in a hymn or public profession, you are welcome to 
remain silent. We are glad that you are thoughtful about your beliefs. 

· During discussions, you are welcome to respectfully ask questions and disagree.   

You can be comfortable here.  

· Formal clothing is not necessary even for Sunday morning worship.  

· If you are not comfortable standing for hymns or readings during worship,  
please remain sitting. 

· If you have difficulty sitting for long periods, you may stand in the back. 

· If you listen better when your hands are occupied, you are welcome to do  
non-distracting/non-messy handiwork (knitting, cross-stitch, etc.). 

· You are welcome to bring a cushion or lap blanket. 

· If you have dietary concerns, you’re welcome to bring your own food to gatherings. 

We hope you find that Covenant is a reassuring place to worship, explore, grow, and enjoy fellowship. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE! Presbyterian Committee on             
Self-Development of People June 8, 10am - 2:30pm at            
Covenant.  To register and more info email at 
pwnegaregistrar@gmail.com. 

https://presbyterianmission.org/story/columbia-theological-seminary-awarded-climate-science-in-theological-education-grant
https://presbyterianmission.org/story/columbia-theological-seminary-awarded-climate-science-in-theological-education-grant
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We are sad to share the news that Woodcrafter, Pavel Janošík, who designed and 

carved the beautiful  nativity scene gifted to Covenant by our sister church in Olomouc, passed away 

last week. Please keep his family and friends in your prayers; 

Bob Placek and family on his move from independent living to skilled nursing 

at Presbyterian Village Athens; 

 

 Knitters & Knotters                                                
Thursday, April 18 at 2pm 

 Join us for a good time of  
fellowship and fun while  

making blankets for              
people recovering from 

illness and for clients of Highland Hills,                
Family Promise and Project Safe.   

The Athens Area Emergency Food 
Bank is in desperate need of  

BROWN PAPER BAGS.                   
Please NO egg cartons at this 

time. Consider asking              
for paper bags with your groceries 
and a few more for the food bank.                                   

Thank you!  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS:                                               
April 15—21 

Acts 4: 5-12, Psalm 23, Zechariah 10: 1-12,  

Psalm 80: 1-7, I John 3: 16-24, John 10: 11-18 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES FOR ALL AGES! 

 

The BUILDERS CLASS beginning at 9:45am.  NO CLASS April 14. Will resume April 21. Location: 
Library. Pastor Dana leads a weekly discussion of faith-based topics using the PC(USA)'s "Follow 
Me" curriculum. Recent topics have included: welcoming all, honoring the sabbath, and hope. Each 
week includes concrete ways to put faith into practice. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

The "UPPER ROOM" Class beginning at 9:45am Location: "Upper Room" Classroom at the top of 
the ramp and Via Zoom. James Malone hosts and different class members facilitate the discussion 
of the weekly chapter in The Present Word. If you would like to participate, via Zoom please contact 
James at gillbillvolume1@yahoo.com.  

 
The "JOURNEY" Class beginning at 9:45am  

Location: "Journey" Classroom Room 216.  April 14 we will begin our next book study,                         
Everything Happens for a Reason, and Other Lies I’ve Loved by Kate Bowler.                                               
Class facilitated by Phil Hale. 

                                                                                                                                                               

CHILDREN’s SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS for K-5                                                                                      
This multi-age class, taught by Katy Arora and our volunteer Shepherds, meets each week                

(August-May), 9:45-10:45, on the main level of the church across from The Journey Class. Each 

week, this class begins with a lovely music time with Betsy Burmeister and then, using “Growing in 

God’s Love: A Story Bible Curriculum,” the children enter into sacred space together, read from their 

story Bible, pause for a time of wondering, engage their curiosity and imagination with God's story 

through art and drama, wrestle with their place in God's story through activities and discussion, and 

bless one another with God's grace. Please join us for this time of Growing in God’s Love!  

Building & Grounds wants to thank our dayworker, Brett Royer, for preparing the holes needed for 
the planting of 11 new holly bushes that we added on Saturday to the front of the church. Also, 
thank you to Rich Reaves, Alex Clark, Warren and Arnelle Combs, Ellen Stoneburner, and Susan 
and Randy Parish for helping plant not only the hollies but nine azalea bushes. Randy removed 
many fallen trees from the property. A few weeks ago Hilda and Alex Clark planted summer annu-
als in the front patio containers and they are flourishing. Brian Striggow and Brett completed a 
tricky drainage project in the Memorial Garden. Beginning the week of April 15, weather permit-
ting, new gutters and drain pipes will be installed on the entire church. We hope this will solve our 
flooding issues in the basement and elsewhere. Thank you to two church members who have donat-
ed funds to Building and Grounds for future plantings and to an anonymous donor or donors who 
bought six azaleas that are now happily in the ground!  ----Carolyn Hatfield, Chair, Building & Grounds 

 

mailto:gillbillvolume1@yahoo.com
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 SUNDAY  SCHEDULE 

 9:30am Nursery 

 

9:45am Church School  

Adult  Classes :  

NO Builders Class  

Journey Class 

Upper Room Class 

                                                                   
Childrens Class                                 

K-5th 

11:00am Worship 

OPEN & CLOSE THE BUILDING 

Chris Wilson 1st Sunday           Judy Capie 2nd Sunday 

Pam Knox 3rd Sunday          Tim Foutz 4th Sunday 

Dick Zimdars 5th Sunday 

                                   GROUNDS STEWARDS                                           

 First Monday Week—Katy Terry & Chris Wilson 

 Second Monday Week—Don Bower & Alex Clark 

 Third Monday Week—Phil Hale & Phil Koehler 

 Fourth Monday Week—Susan & Randy Parish 

       5th Monday Week—Ellen Stoneburner & June Meyers 

 Sign up on the bulletin board 

next to the mailboxes to provide 

flowers for worship services. You 

can arrange them yourself or         

order from a florist. If you would like to            

commemorate an event please let the church              

office know so we can  publish it in the                

newsletter and/or bulletin .                                                                                                                                                  

April 14   Charles Cantrell in honor of                       

               Nan’s birthday 

April 21   Sandy Whitney  

April 28 

May 5 

May 12 

May 19 

April 14, 2024                                                          
Lily McKay, Susan Parish                                   
Marie Ballard-Myer                             
 

                         April 21, 2024 
Lily McKay, Stephanie Cahill, Sandy Whitney                         

     Wonderful Wednesdays—April 17                      
Covenant Connection—join us for a                         

delicious dinner prepared by our own                
Chef Patrick at 5:30pm                                    

($3.00 donation per meal)                                                           
                                                                   

6:15pm  NO Adult Bible Study 

6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal                                       
makeminesupine@hotmail.com  

7:15pm  Adult Choir Rehearsal                                  
acarter-enyi@covpresathens.org 

Interested in Learning to play Mahjong? 

Bring a friend and join us in the fellow-
ship hall on Tuesday, April 30,                 

10am—noon. For more info contact Caly DePalma 
at calyd44atgmail.com 
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Covenant Food Pantry                                                   
Every Thursday  

SHIFT 1: Unloading and                                                
Bagging the Food                                                         
(9:30am—11:30am)                                                                   
SHIFT 2: Food Distribution                                                              
12: 30pm—3pm 

 You can click on the pic or sign up at this 
link: https:www.signupgenius.com/
go/409084aa5aa22a20-covenant#/  

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS!               

The Athens Free Clinic at Covenant 2024!  

Please sign up below if you are able to  vol-
unteer for a shift! Need volunteers for 

Monday, Monday, April 15. https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-

athens#/ 

Co v en an t  Coo k s !  Every First Tuesday of the month, our Covenant 
group alternates serving dinner to the children and families of the Athens Area 
Homeless Shelter and the UGA students at The Table (formerly the PSC). Click 
the signup link to volunteer and for more info! 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-44868340-serving#/ 

M a r k  Yo ur  Ca l e n da r  f o r  C ove na n t ’ s  S t r a w be r r y  F e s t i va l !  

Date:  Saturday evening, the 4th of May 2024, rain or shine 

Time:  5:00 PM to 8:00 PM (or until dusk) 

Who:  Everyone!  All ages are welcome. The Strawberry Festival is a great event for newcomers or to 
welcome back friends who haven’t attended in a while. Please think about who you might invite.   

Food:  The event is returning as a potluck! Please bring a dish or two to share. (This can be homemade or 
something you pick up at a deli or restaurant.) 

Strawberry Cookoff:  If your dish is homemade and features strawberries, you’ll automatically be in the 
running for one of our three Strawberry Festival prize categories—Yummiest Strawberry Dish, Prettiest 
Strawberry Dish, and Most Springlike Strawberry Dish. Secret judges will be prowling to choose the        
winners.  

Other Items to Bring:  Camp chairs and/or picnic blankets, water bottles, games. 

We Will Provide:  Tables, utensils, paper plates, water and lemonade, decaf coffee, corn hole games. 

 Music:  New Horizons band will play again this year! Their concert will be from 5:00 to 5:30 with lots of 
time to socialize afterwards. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084aa5aa22a20-covenant#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084aa5aa22a20-covenant#/
https:www.signupgenius.com/go/409084aa5aa22a20-covenant
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-athens#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-athens#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-athens#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-44868340-serving#/
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FINANCIAL REPORT                                          

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE  - Week #41               

Anticipated Pledges —  $335,887.76            

Actual Pledges — $331,043.71                              

Non-Pledged  -    $  15,289.10                               

Thank you for your faithful giving!                              

OGHS—$3,585.00 

HOW TO GIVE. There is a new online giving           

option through the Presbyterian Foundation at this 

link https://www.covpresathens.org/online-giving/ 

Or you can click on this link 

www.covpresathens.org and click on online giv-

ing. And as always you can mail your check to the 

church office or give in person.                                         

Thank you for your faithful giving! 

Please click on this link https://www.covpresathens.org/documents/session-minutes/ for the session 

minutes. When you scroll down you will see links to earlier minutes. If you would like minutes from         

previous years please let me know at kwetherington@covpresathens. 

Covenant by the Week! April 14, 2024 

SUNDAY  9:30 Nursery                                                             
9:45am Adult Bible Study, K-5 Children’s Bible Study                                                                                                                                                                   
11:00am Worship                                                                      
                         

MONDAY               OFFICE CLOSED                                      
2pm—4pm Athens Free Clinic                                                                           
7pm—9pm Bells of NEGA                                                                             
7:00pm 12 Step Group                                                     

                                                                                                            
TUESDAY       Office Open 10am—4pm                           
11:00am Harmony English Conversation Class                            
7:00pm 12 Step Group                                                                    
                                                                                                                 
WEDNESDAY       Office Open 10am—4pm                             
Pastor on Vacation April 10—17                                         
11:30am New Horizons Band                                                         
5:30pm Mission Outreach Ministry Team Meeting                                              
5:30 pm Covenant Connection dinner                                      
6:15pm NO Adult Bible Study                                                                        
6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal, 7:15pm Adult Choir  
7:00pm 12 Step Group—downstairs                                               
                                                                                           
THURSDAY            Office Open 10am—4pm                                  
9:30am preparing bags for food distribution                                                                                
1pm Covenant Food Distribution                                        
2:00 pm Knitters & Knotters                                                           
7:00 pm Praise Band Rehearsal 

                                                                                                               
FRIDAY    Office Open 10am—4pm  

 

SATUDAY                                                                               
10:30am 12 Step Group                                                                   

                                 April 21, 2024 

SUNDAY  9:30 Nursery                                                             
9:45am Adult Bible Study, K-5 Children’s Bible Study                                                                                                                
11:00am Worship—Stewardship Sunday,                               
Pastor Appreciation, reception following                                                                     
                         

MONDAY               OFFICE CLOSED                                      
7pm—9pm Bells of NEGA                                                                             
7:00pm 12 Step Group                                                     

                                                                                                            
TUESDAY       Office Open 10am—4pm                           
11:00am Harmony English Conversation Class                           
6:30pm Stated Session Meeting                            
7:00pm 12 Step Group                                                                    
                                                                                                                 
WEDNESDAY       Office Open 10am—4pm                             
11:30am New Horizons Band                                                         
5:30 pm Covenant Connection dinner                                      
6:15pm NO Adult Bible Study                                                                        
6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal                                                                 
7:15pm Adult Choir                                                                 
7:00pm 12 Step Group—downstairs                                               
                                                                                           
THURSDAY            Office Open 10am—4pm                                  
9:30am preparing bags for food distribution                                                                                
1pm Covenant Food Distribution                                        
2:00 pm Knitters & Knotters                                                           
7:00 pm Praise Band Rehearsal 

                                                                                                               
FRIDAY    Office Open 10am—4pm  

 

SATUDAY                                                                               
10:30am 12 Step Group                                                                   

https://www.covpresathens.org/online-giving/
http://www.covpresathens.org
https://www.covpresathens.org/documents/session-minutes/
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What in heaven’s name are you 

doing for  earth’s sake? 

What on earth are you doing 

for heaven’s sake? 


