








LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 
  
Gracious God, for the vision and faith of those who first established this congregation, for their 
courage to begin something new, and for the gifts they entrusted to generations yet unborn, 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for your faithfulness through the years. 
 
For the pastors, elders, deacons, teachers, musicians, and countless faithful members who 
have strengthened this church; for children nurtured in faith, friendships formed, and lives 
touched by grace, 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for your faithfulness through the years. 
 
For the witness of this congregation in the wider community, for ministries of compassion and 
justice, for friendships across boundaries of race, culture, and tradition, and for the ever-
widening welcome of your people, 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for your faithfulness through the years. 
 
For those who have gone before us and now rest in your eternal care, whose love and labor 
remain woven into the life of this church, 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for your faithfulness through the years. 
 
And now, as we receive this precious inheritance, will we seek to follow Jesus Christ with 
renewed faith, deepening compassion, and generous hearts? 
 
We will, with God's help. 
 
Will we remain open to the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, learning from the past while 
listening faithfully for God's call in the present? 
 
We will, with God's help. 
 
Will we strive to make this congregation a living witness to the love of God, welcoming every 
person, seeking justice and peace, and serving our neighbors with humility and joy? 
 
We will, with God's help. 
 
Then let us pray together: 
 
Faithful God, who has led your people through every generation, receive our 
thanksgiving and renew our commitment to you. Preserve in us all that is good and 
gracious from the years behind us. Give us wisdom to discern what must change, 
courage to answer new callings, and love sufficient for the work ahead. Make of us a 
living house of faith, where your mercy is known, your justice is practiced, and your love 
is shared with all. In the name of Jesus Christ, our foundation and our hope, we pray. 
Amen.  
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