
   

Member NE GEORGIA Presbytery,                                                                          
Synod of the South Atlantic,  General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Please click here to view Covenant’s Worship Service on YouTube for                       
Sunday, Oct. 05, 2025 at 11am: https:www.youtube.com/cpcathens            

Link to the bulletin: https://www.covpresathens.org/bulletin/ 
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Built Together: A Vision of Welcome & Belonging 
A Sermon Series – Sunday Worship, October 5 to November 23  
In the heart of this Fall, you are invited into a journey of discovery and  renewal 
as we explore our new vision for ministry. Rooted in Ephesians 2:19–22, this eight-
week sermon series will trace how God is building us into a household of wel-
come and belonging – in which worship is our heartbeat, education forms disci-
ples, care and support build beloved  community, and justice and service make 

Christ’s love visible. Along the way, we’ll also consider the “crossbeams” of communication, volun-
teers, facilities, and resources that hold the structure together. Join us each Sunday, October 5–
November 23, as we seek to be built together into a dwelling place for God, for the blessing of our 
neighbors and the healing of the world! 

         World Communion Sunday                                                
 Bread and Grapes Reception following Worship 

 October 5, 2025 

In celebration of World Communion Sunday we will receive new 
members during worship.                                                                      

Ministry Team of the Month - Buildings and 

Grounds The buildings and grounds team is all 

about taking good care of our church property - 

keeping everything maintained and making im-

provements where needed. We want to create a 

space that feels welcoming and uplifting for eve-

ryone who walks through our doors. So as part of 

the team or occasionally help with a project we are 

always looking for volunteers to join in to help.                                                                                                                              

Ephesians 2:19-21 -  "So then you are no longer 

strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the 

saints and also members of the household of God, built 

upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 

Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the 

whole structure is joined together and grows into a    

holy temple in the Lord." 

Midstreamers! Join us for a "brown bag 

lunch" Social gathering on Sunday, Oct 12th 

after the 11 am worship service.  We will meet 

in the Fellowship Hall, and Tea, Lemonade, 

and  Water will be provided.  

Retirees Covered Dish Luncheon 

Tuesday, October 14 at 12:30pm 

Join us for a good time of fellowship,                           
food and program. We will hear from a                           

representative from Micah’s Creek (Athen’s Area 
Habitat for Humanity). Bring a friend and your                

favorite dish to share. Beverages will be                          
provided. See You There! 

https://www.youtube.com/cpcathens
https://www.covpresathens.org/bulletin/
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS:                                                

Lamentations 1: 1-6, Lamentations 3: 19-26 

Psalm 137, Habakkuk 1: 1-4, 2: 1-4, Psalm 37: 

1-9, 2 Timothy 1: 1-14, Luke 17: 5-10 

Financial Summary for Week #12                    

Anticipated Pledges— $  102,996.46                   

Pledges Received— $  103,346.99                          

!  

HOW TO GIVE. There is a online giving  option through the Presbyterian Foundation at this link 
https://www.covpresathens.org/online-giving/ 

Or you can click on this link www.covpresathens.org and click on online giving. And as always you 
can mail your check to the church office or give in person. Thank you for your faithful giving! 

Athens Area Emergency Food 

Bank is still in need of brown 

paper bags.  Please put them 

on the table as you enter the 

gathering room. (please no 

egg cartons) Thank you! 
The Peace & Global Witness Offering              
    Peace & Global Witness Offering enables 
the church to promote the Peace of Christ by          
addressing systems of conflict and injustice 
across the world. Through the Peace & Global 
Witness Offering, congregations are encour-
aged and equipped to find and address the 
anxiety and discord that is prevalent through-
out this broken and sinful world. Make your 
checks payable to Covenant with P&G in the 
comment section or online at pcusa.org/
peace-global or text PCUSAPEACE to 41444.  

https://www.covpresathens.org/online-giving/
http://www.covpresathens.org


3  

                                                             
SUNDAY  SCHEDULE 

                                                             
9:30 am Nursery 

 

9:30 am Church School                     
for all ages 

                                          
11 :00am Worshi p                                             

October 5, 2025                                     
Lily McKay, Joan & Hannah Baird                          
October 12, 2025                                     

           Dell Whitehead, Ada & Larson Rea                                     

OPEN & CLOSE THE BUILDING 

Chris Wilson 1st Sunday           Judy Capie 2nd Sunday 

Pam Knox 3rd Sunday          Tim Foutz 4th Sunday 

 Brian Striggow  5th Sunday 

                                 GROUNDS STEWARDS                                           

 First Monday Week—Katy Terry & Chris Wilson 

 Second Monday Week—Don Bower & Alex Clark 

 Third Monday Week—Phil Hale & Phil Koehler 

 Fourth Monday Week—Susan & Randy Parish 

        5th Monday Week—Ellen Stoneburner  

LIBRARY CORNER                                              
Ladder to the Light 
by Steven Charleston 

“Native America knows something about 
cultivating resilience and resisting dark-
ness.  Choctaw elder and Episcopal priest 
Steven Charleston offers words of hard-
won hope…Ladder to the Light is a book of 
comfort, truth, and challenge in a time of 
anguish and fear.  Night will not last for-
ever.  Together we can climb toward the 
light.”  This book can be found at Bay D, 
Shelf 4. —Church Librarian Valerie Stone 

For more information or to sign up              

contact Ellen Stoneburner at                             

ellenstoneburner@gmail.com 

 

5:30pm with a family style meal          
prepared by our own Chef Patrick              

(donation $3 each)                                       

                                                                                                             
6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal                                                                                 

                                                                                                    
6:15pm Adult Bible Study facilitated by                      

Pastor Tom                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                      

7:15pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 

COVENANT CONNECTION                    
Wednesday, October 8, 2025 

KNITTERS & KNOTTERS—Every Thursday, 2 p.m. in the            
Library  Join us for a great time of fellowship and ministry 
as we gather to make blankets, hats, scarves, pillows, 
etc. for those in need. Everyone is invited and beginners 
are welcome. 



4  

Meals are needed for Bill Lindstrom, 335 Milledge Terrace,                            
Athens 30606. Sign up today to take Bill a meal at https://
takethemameal.com/LVBN6127                                                                          
Recipient Last Name:  Lindstrom       Password: Lindstrom                                            
Please no beef or pork.  For more information contact                                                                        
DeLynda Tweedell, Susan Parish or Dell Whitehead. 

SAVE THE DATE!                                                                                                               

This year’s Fall Picnic is set for Oct 26th from 5:30 pm – 8 pm, rain or shine.  Phil 

Hale has offered once again to cook up some amazing BBQ and Coleslaw, so 

you don’t want to miss it!  Please plan to bring a side or dessert to share.  We 

hope to be outside if it’s not too chilly, so bring a camp chair or 2.  If you can also help with set up or take 

down, please let Caly DePalma know at calyd44@gmail.com .  Many hands make light work.  

https://takethemameal.com/LVBN6127
https://takethemameal.com/LVBN6127
mailto:calyd44@gmail.com
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“THE GOD-BOTHERERS” Class will meet October 5 at 9:30 am 

                                                                                                                                                                       
The "UPPER ROOM” October 5 at 9:30am Location: "Upper Room" Classroom at the top of the 
ramp and via Zoom. James Malone hosts and different class members facilitate the discussion of 
the weekly chapter in The Present Word. If you would like to participate, via Zoom please contact 
James at gillbillvolume1@yahoo.com.  

 
The “JOURNEY” October 5 at 9:30 am.  we will discuss Chapter 6, The Politics of Cultural 
Despair in Germany, 1853-1933, pages 84-95. Dick and Paula will be our capable discussion start-
ers this week and we are grateful for their leadership.                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                               
Juniors (K-3rd) Class October 5 at 9:30am        

 

Middlers (4th—7th) October 5 at 9:30am  

                                                                                                                                                              
Covenant Youth Connection—October 5 at 5 pm    (see page 4) 

Covenant Annual Child Protection Training 

The Cottage will be facilitating our annual training for all volunteers for Covenant's children and 
youth programs again this year. Covenant will provide a boxed lunch. 

Please RSVP to Amy at abaer@covpresathens.org by Oct. 14: 

Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025 

12:30-2:30 p.m. The Cottage 3019 Lexington Rd, Athens, GA 30605  

1 Jere Bowden 

 Diane Davies 

2 Charles Cantrell   

5 Reginia Smith 

 Joseph Page 

6 Bill Barstow 

8 Kathryn Fowler 

10 Cheryl Gazlay 

 Barbara Muir 

12 Ellen Stoneburner 

14 Rose Kisaalita 

18 Linda Rogers 

20 Jason Braswell 

21 Marcia Page 

24 Tamara Stam 

26 Juanita Gilbert 

mailto:gillbillvolume1@yahoo.com
mailto:abaer@covpresathens.org
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Green Dream Team News October  2025                                                                 
The GDT had a great trip to the ACC Recycling Center.  We learned about exactly what can be recycled and how 
it is done.  We also had a very informative event about our changing climate featuring Laura Iyer of the South-
ern Sustainability Institute on September 28th.  Thanks to all who came!   

Remember to bring ink cartridges and batteries for us to take to CHaRM for recycling and bring plastic grocery 
bags to be reused by the food pantry. 

Are you interested in learning how Data Centers will affect local communities and how we can influence their 
impact in sustainable and equitable ways?  If so, please come to this workshop:  Data Centers in Our Backyard –
a Community Workshop on Advocacy, Policy and Fairness.  It will be held on Tuesday, October 7th from 4-5:30 at 
the First AME Church on Hull St. in Athens.  To RSVP, email RSVP@sosuin.org or call 706-613-0122.   

Have you heard about the Annual Athens “Vulture Festival”?  This program, on Saturday, October 25th from         
8-12 is held at the ACC Landfill and highlights the importance of vultures, “nature’s clean-up crew” and the ex-
cellent work done by the landfill to reduce waste and compost.  This program will feature tours of the compost-
ing and landfill operations, a bird walk with the Oconee Rivers Audubon Society, a raptor program and other 
fun and educational activities.  For more information, go to: https://www.accgov.com/6785/Vulture-Festival  
                                                                                                                                                                     
Please reach out to Shari Cobb, Jennifer Frey or Gloria Pylant if you have any questions about GDT updates. 

Bigger Vision Mobile Day Center @ Covenant 

Tuesdays from Noon - 3 p.m. 

Location: Covenant parking lot near Gaines School Road  

What is the Bigger Vision Mobile Day Center @ Covenant? 

Starting next week, Covenant is partnering with Bigger Vision of Athens by hosting their Mobile Day  
Center in our parking lot. The staff of Bigger Vision of Athens will park their van at the entrance to our 
parking lot and distribute bag lunches, water, and hygiene kits to our neighbors experiencing homeless-
ness on the East Side of Athens.   

Why is Covenant doing this? 

It is well-known that the East Side of Athens is a "Services Desert" for people experiencing homeless-
ness. Our hope is that this new Bigger Vision Mobile Day Center will satisfy some of the basic needs of 
our neighbors experiencing homelessness while entrusting that effort to the professionals at Bigger              
Vision who understand the unmet needs and are qualified to assist them. This partnership also puts               
parameters around the help provided on our campus so that over time people living unsheltered begin to 
understand that services are only provided at Covenant for those 3 hours per week.  

What other community partners will come alongside this effort and are in support of it? 

The Bigger Vision Mobile Day Center has the support of Athens PD Behavioral Health Unit, our East 
Side ACC Commissioner and Advantage Behavioral Health. In addition, the Athens Homeless Coalition 
has been actively seeking partnerships with faith-based groups to make sure people living unsheltered 
on the East Side are known and getting needed services. The hope is that the Bigger Vision Mobile Day 
Center will be a place to connect folks with appropriate services from other direct service providers in 
Athens like Advantage Day Center, Athens Wellness Clinic, and etc.  

mailto:RSVP@sosuin.org
https://www.accgov.com/6785/Vulture-Festival
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PLEASE look through these volunteer opportunities at Covenant and sign up if you can help! 

1. DONATIONS NEEDED: Halloween Treat Buckets for Athens Children Experiencing                
Homelessness—This month we are assembling treat buckets for the children being served by              
Athens Area Homeless Shelter, Family Promise and Project Safe. Because of their situations, the 
children being served by these programs are not able to go out and enjoy the typical "Halloween 
Trick-or-Treat Experience" like most children. Please order from this LIST to be delivered directly to 

the church to be assembled into buckets during Covenant Connection later this month. You can also 
pick up these items at your nearby store and leave them on the Collection table outside the church 
office. 

                                                                                                                                                                      
2. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Athens Access to Justice (AATJ) Legal Pop-Up Clinic @                   
Covenant, Sat. Oct. 25, 8 a.m. to noon 
Sign-up to volunteer HERE. 
 
3. BAKERS NEEDED: Covenant Birthday Brigade 
The Covenant Birthday Brigade makes birthday cakes for children with a birthday while living at the 
Athens Area Homeless Shelter. Please email Amy at abaer@covpresathens.org if you are interested 
in joining the Birthday Brigade! 
 
4. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Covenant Cooks "First Tuesday" Dinners (Alternating between                 
Athens Area Homeless Shelter for children and families and The Table)  
Sign up to volunteer HERE. 

                                                                                                                                                                          
5. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Athens Free Clinic @ Covenant  
Volunteers are needed to welcome the medical team into the church building and to sit at the front 
desk to greet clients as they arrive for their appointments. Sign-up HERE.  

6. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Covenant Food Pantry (Every Thursday) 
Sign-up to volunteer HERE.                                                                                                                   
 For the month of September Covenant Volunteers served 2,115 food              
 insecure neighbors. Thank you Covenant and May we all have enough! 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

Covenant sells Fair Trade Organic Coffee.  This coffee helps small farmers 

from around the world get a fair price for their efforts.  We sell it (at the 

moment) for $10/bag for 10-12 ounces (cheaper than Jittery Joe's last time    

I looked), in either whole beans or ground.   If you see a flavor that looks 

interesting let me know and I can order some. Sandy Whitney\ 

 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/384RGPS8IM8O1/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-57590490-athens#/
mailto:abaer@covpresathens.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-44868340-serving
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-athens#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-covenant#/
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October 05, 2025                         

SUNDAY - WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY  

9:30am Sunday School for all ages                                          
11:00am WORSHIP                                                                     
2:30pm 12 Step Group                                                                     
5:00pm—7:00pm  Covenant Youth  Connection                                      
                            dinner & program                                                                
6:30pm Campus Kitchen                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                        

MONDAY             OFFICE CLOSED                                              
4pm—7pm Athen’s Free Clinic                                   
6:00pm Campus Kitchen                                                                   
6:00pm Scouts                                                                 
7:00pm 12 Step Group in Journey Classroom                              
7:00pm Bells of NEGA                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                     

TUESDAY           Office Open 10am—4pm                              
12 noon—3pm Bigger Vision at Covenant                                            
12:30pm Lunch Bunch at De Palma’s   (eastside)                                                   
6:00pm Campus Kitchen                                                                                                                                 
7:00pm 12 Step Group Meeting                                             
                                         

                                                                                                    
WEDNESDAY       Office Open 10am—4pm                                 
11:30am New Horizons Band Rehearsal                                        
5:30pm Covenant Connection-Family Dinner                                                  
6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal                                                 
6:15pm Adult Bible Study with Pastor Tom                
7 :15pm Adult Choir Rehearsal                                                    
7:00pm 12 Step Group—downstairs                                               

                                     

THURSDAY            Office Open 10am—4pm                                      
9:30am Campus Kitchen                                                   
9:30am preparing bags for food distribution                            
1:00pm Covenant Food Distribution                                                
2:00pm Knitters & Knotters                                                            
5:30pm Girl Scout Troop #12017                                          
7:00pm 12 Step Meeting                                                                
7:00pm Covenant Book Club 

                                                      

  FRIDAY                   Office Open 10am—4pm                               
SET UP IN FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR RECEPTION                   
7:00pm 12 Step Meeting                                        

  

 SATURDAY                                                                                
11:00am Charlie Martin’s Memorial Service                                 
 Reception in the Fellowship Hall 

 

 

Covenant by the Week! 
                                    October 12, 2025                        

SUNDAY -                                                                                         
9:30am Sunday School for all ages                                          
11:00am WORSHIP                                                                      
12:15pm Midstream Brown Bag Luncheon in FH                                                                    
2:30pm 12 Step Group                                                                     
5:00pm—7:00pm  Covenant Youth  Connection                                      
                            dinner & program                                                                
6:30pm Campus Kitchen                                                                 

                                                                                                                             

MONDAY             OFFICE CLOSED                                              
4pm—7pm Athen’s Free Clinic                                   
6:00pm Campus Kitchen                                                                   
6:00pm Scouts                                                                 
7:00pm 12 Step Group in Journey Classroom                              
7:00pm Bells of NEGA                                                                                                         

                                                                                                     

TUESDAY           Office Open 10am—4pm                              
6:00pm Campus Kitchen                                                                                                        
6:30pm Finance Ministry Team Meeting                                  
7:00pm 12 Step Group Meeting                                             
                                         

                                                                                                    
WEDNESDAY       Office Open 10am—4pm                                 
11:30am New Horizons Band Rehearsal                                        
5:30pm Covenant Connection-Family Dinner                                                  
6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal                                                 
6:15pm Adult Bible Study with Pastor Tom                
7 :15pm Adult Choir Rehearsal                                                    
7:00pm 12 Step Group—downstairs                                              

                                     

THURSDAY            Office Open 10am—4pm                                      
9:30am Campus Kitchen                                                                        
9:30am PW Bible Study                                                  
9:30am preparing bags for food distribution                            
1:00pm Covenant Food Distribution                                                
2:00pm Knitters & Knotters                                                            
7:00pm 12 Step Meeting                                                                
7:00pm Covenant Book Club 

                                                      

  FRIDAY                   Office Open 10am—4pm                           
7:00pm 12 Step Meeting                                        

  

 SATURDAY                                                                                
10:30am 12 Step Group                                                               

 

           


