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  T h e  C ov e n a n t e r                                        

N ovem b e r  2 3  &  3 0 ,  20 2 5  

Please click here to view Covenant’s Worship Service on YouTube for                       
Sunday, Nov 23 & 30, 2025 at 11am: https:www.youtube.com/cpcathens            

Link to the bulletin: https://www.covpresathens.org/bulletin/ 

Built Together: A Vision of Welcome & Belonging 
A Sermon Series – Sunday Worship,                                  
October 5 to November 23  
In the heart of this Fall, you are invited into a journey 
of discovery and  renewal as we explore our new vision 

for ministry. Rooted in Ephesians 2:19–22, this eight-week sermon 
series will trace how God is building us into a household of                          
welcome and belonging – in which worship is our heartbeat,                 
education forms disciples, care and support build beloved commu-
nity, and justice and service make Christ’s love visible. Along the 
way, we’ll also consider the “crossbeams” of communication,           
volunteers, facilities, and resources that hold the structure                    
together. Join us each Sunday, October 5–November 23, as we 
seek to be built together into a dwelling place for God, for the 
blessing of our neighbors and the healing of the world! 

Covenant’s Annual Progressive Christmas Dinner                  
Friday, December 5 6pm—10pm                            

The Fellowship Ministry Team is making plans for our annual           
Progressive Christmas Dinner. At this event we visit with small 

groups in individual’s homes. This is a cover dish dinner, but the 
church will provide Ham and Rolls for the main course. We need 

you, if possible, to offer to host one course of this enjoyable meal. 
Remember to count yourselves.                                                                

We will need hosts for the following courses: 
6:00 -7:00 The Appetizers Course, we need 5-8 homes,                     

hosting 6 to 10+ guests 
7:15 - 8:30 The Main Course, we need 6-8 homes for                        

hosting 8 to 10+ guests 
8:45 – 10:00 The Dessert Course, we need                                          

4 to 6 hosts to set-up, organize, and clean-up. 
Everyone meets at one place for the Dessert Course. Last year we 
all met in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and desserts. If you are 

willing to host one of the courses for this enjoyable meal, please 
contact Rebecca Silver, 706-207-0118, or                                         

Caly DePalma, calyd44@gmail.com as soon as possible 

FAMILY PROMISE  Covenant's week to host the families temporarily housed in Family Promise lodging is              
November 30 - December 7. There are currently two families in the program, living in the Magnolia  Terrace 
apartments. These are the same families we hosted during the first week of October. One is a family of three 
(with a small baby) and the other is a family of two (mom and her 16-year old son). That son has been a great story 
since joining the program, progressing from a real struggle to joy and all-A report card. Covenant will deliver 
meals on Tuesday (Dec 2), Wednesday (Dec 3), and Thursday (Dec 4), between 6:00 and 6:30 PM. If you can help 
with the meals, please follow this link to sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4CA5AA29A4FE3-
47300007-2024#/  We will also send this notice by email to previous volunteers, and it may be easier to use the 
link there. If you have any questions, please contact coordinators Randy and Susan Parish. More details for eve-
ryone who signs up.  Thanks again. 

Christmas Concert                                    
Sunday, December 7                
at 2pm at Covenant.                                                                             

New Horizons Band will perform 
“Sounds of the Season”.                                                                                   

Celebrate the magic of Christmas 
through music! A special offering 

will be taken for Project Safe.             
A Reception will  follow.                      

Free & Open to the Public. 

Covenant Presbyterian Church, 1065 Gaines School Road, Athens, Ga 30605—706-548-2756 

See page 5 for more info... 

https://www.youtube.com/cpcathens
https://www.covpresathens.org/bulletin/
mailto:calyd44@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4CA5AA29A4FE3-47300007-2024#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4CA5AA29A4FE3-47300007-2024#/
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS:                                                
Jeremiah 23: 1-6, Luke 1: 68-79, Psalm 46,            

Colossians 1: 11-20, Romans 13: 11-14, 
Matthew 24: 36-44, Luke 23: 33-43 

Financial Summary for Week #20                   

Anticipated Pledges— $  171,660.77                     
Pledges Received— $  172,943.00                        

!             

Thornwell—$700.00  

Athens Area Emergency Food Bank is 

still in need of brown paper bags.  

Please put them on the table as you     

enter the gathering room. (please no 

egg cartons) Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 30                                               

following worship. We will                                         

enjoy a light soup lunch and  decorate the                 

fellowship hall for Christmas inside and out. 

Please become a part of the team. Many 

hands make light work. You help will be a gift 

to us all.   

CONGRATULATIONS! Rebecca 

and Kent Silver are happy to                   

announce the marriage of their 

daughter Lara to Dustin Hood.     

The wedding was held on Nov. 1 in 

San Diego, CA where the couple resides.  

Guest Violinist—                       

Itamar Zorman 

November 30 at 11:00am 

Worship 

Itamar Zorman will play 

works of J.S. Bach and Sergei 

Rachmaninoff.  This musical 

offering is in celebration of Paula and Dick 

Zimdars 44th Wedding Anniversary! 

Congratulations to Paula and Dick! 

A big thanks you to Ellen  and Arnelle  for                      

cleaning and painting the big sign out front. 

And for Betsy & Rich for keeping beautiful               

flowers outside. (in spite of the deer)   

              



3  

                                                             
SUNDAY  SCHEDULE 

                                                             
9:30 am Nursery 

 

9:30 am Church School                     
for all ages 

                                          
11 :00am Worshi p                                             

NOVEMBER 23, 2025  Lily McKay, 
Brian Herndon, Luanne Rigsby                              
NOVEMBER 30, 2025 Lily McKay, 
Adam and Rebecca Rea                             
DECEMBER 7, 2025                                                                   

            Nancy Alila, Phil & Sallie Hale 

OPEN & CLOSE THE BUILDING 

Chris Wilson 1st Sunday           Judy Capie 2nd Sunday 

Pam Knox 3rd Sunday          Tim Foutz 4th Sunday 

                            Brian Striggow  5th Sunday 

                                 GROUNDS STEWARDS                                           

 First Monday Week—Katy Terry & Chris Wilson 

 Second Monday Week—Don Bower & Alex Clark 

 Third Monday Week—Phil Hale & Phil Koehler 

 Fourth Monday Week—Susan & Randy Parish 

        5th Monday Week—Ellen Stoneburner  

For more information or to sign up              

contact Ellen Stoneburner at                             

ellenstoneburner@gmail.com 

 

COVENANT CONNECTION                    
will resume December 3, 2025 

KNITTERS & KNOTTERS—                                                 
Every Thursday, 2 p.m. in the  Library  Join us for a 
great time of fellowship and ministry as we 
gather to make blankets, hats, scarves,                      
pillows, etc. for those in need. Everyone is 
invited and beginners are welcome. 
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“THE GOD-BOTHERERS” Class will meet November 23 & 30 
at 9:30 am.  Facilitated by Pastor Tom this class is currently  
studying “troubling texts of the Bible.”   

                                                                                                                             
The "UPPER ROOM” November 23 & 30 at 9:30am Location: "Upper Room" Classroom at the top 
of the ramp and via Zoom. James Malone hosts and different class members facilitate the discus-
sion of the weekly chapter in The Present Word. If you would like to participate, via Zoom please 
contact James at gillbillvolume1@yahoo.com.  

 
The “JOURNEY” November 23 & 30 at 9:30 am. This Sunday morning our selection for discus-
sion will be Chapter 13, The Black Christian Democratic Tradition, pp. 144-162. Join us when 
Jim M. will facilitate our conversation on this interesting subject. 

 

Juniors (K-3rd) Class November 23 & 30 at 9:30am      

 

Middlers (4th—7th) November 23 & 30 at 9:30am   

                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                            
Covenant Youth Connection—November 23 at 5pm and November 30 meet at 5 pm to 
                                                                                      drive to Bigger Vision 

1 Chuck Rosenberger 

2 Christopher Bruner 

3 Frank Allen 

4 Tim Foutz 

5 Susan Paul 

6 Zak Huberty 

8 Sara Cooney 

 Jim Newland 

 Donald Whitehead, Jr. 

9 Eli Stone 

11 Raquel Barta 

13 Lia Bruner 

14 Lisa Buchanan 

15 Julie Bower 

 Sharon Edwards 

 Doug Hill 

 William Kisaalita 

 Lila McMaster 

18 Jim McMinn 

19 Kay Brooks 

24 Sharon Milner 

29 George McMaster 

 Deb Millwood 

mailto:gillbillvolume1@yahoo.com
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our neighbors experiencing homelessness while entrusting that effort to the professionals at Bigger              
Vision who understand the unmet needs and are qualified to assist them. This partnership also puts               
parameters around the help provided on our campus so that over time people living unsheltered begin to 

Side ACC Commissioner and Advantage Behavioral Health. In addition, the Athens Homeless Coalition 

The hope is that the Bigger Vision Mobile Day 

Covenant members will be partici-

pating. Come and support them. 

Olomouc Advent Devotional For 2025 

More information about the Church Partnership 
Network, the advent devotional, and the upcom-
ing conference can be found here:  http://
czechpres.net  scroll down to find devotional. 
There are also hard copies on the desk as you           
enter the church. 

Please join us for our annual festival of music provided by the 

volunteer-centered ensembles of Covenant Presbyterian 

Church of Athens. The service will feature old favorites and 

newly-prepared renditions of Advent and Christmas music by 

the Adult Choir, Handbell Choir and Praise Band. The                     

children will participate in a nativity pageant as the Adult Choir 

and Praise Band present the Igbo "Animal Carol" from                       

Nigeria. The 2025 edition of the Advent and Christmas                  

Musical Worship is not to be missed, please bring friends and 

family!                                                                                     

Cookie Reception to follow hosted by Fellowship!                                    

Bring your favorite cookies to share!                                               

(left over cookies will be taken to the teachers                              

at Cedar Shoals) 

2025 ADVENT DEVOTIO)NAL 

DRAW NEAR 

Lighting the Advent path with 

Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.  

Written by Teri McDowell Ott 

Each day of Advent, this devotional offers a 

gently invitation to draw near—to Scripture, 

to stillness, and to the heart of God. Follow-

ing the traditional Advent themes, you will 

light the way week by week with hope, peace,  

joy and love, preparing not just for                       

Christmas, but for Christ’s presence                     

among us.  

Copies may be found on the desk as you enter 
the church or on the table in the gathering 
room.  First Sunday of Advent Nov. 30th.  

Christmas Concerts 

During Christmas Tour 

of Homes 

Bells of Northeast        

Georgia                         

Handbell Ensemble 

Saturday, Dec 6, 2025 

11:00am, 12:00pm, 

1:00pm 

Madison Presbyterian 
Church 

382 S. Main St,                 
Madison 

FREE ADMISSION 

http://czechpres.net/
http://czechpres.net/
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Purchase a beautiful live poinsettia in honor or memory of someone 
special! They will be used in the worship center through the Christmas 
season. Sign up sheet is on the table in the gathering room. Please 
make your checks payable to Covenant and put Poinsettia in the 
memo portion of the check. Please put check in the drop box or bring 
to the church office - $10.00 each.  Please no cash.  

ROOTED IN FAITH FOR 150 YEARS Since 1875, Thornwell has 
been rooted in faith! It is through our faith that God calls us to 
care for the most vulnerable and know that He will provide. 
Thornwell began as dream of a young Presbyterian minister, 
Dr. William Plumer Jacobs, and the faithful gift of fifty cents 
from a 10-year-old boy named Willie Anderson. That seed of 
hope grew into a ministry that has served thousands of chil-

dren and families with love, healing, and support. Now, 150 years later, Thornwell continues to serve chil-
dren and families through a Christ-centered continuum of care, supporting children, teens, young adults, 
and parents through programs across Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. Each November, churches 
like yours join in Thornwell Emphasis Month to celebrate this legacy and continue the work Dr. Jacobs 
began, helping families grow strong and stay rooted in faith. Whether through a prayer, a post on social 
media, or coins dropped into a beloved Tom the Turkey bank, your gifts make a lasting difference. Let's 
continue the legacy, rooted in faith and growing in love.  Ways to give:  Fill up the Turkey with your coins 
(on the table in the gathering room or in the narthex), Make check payable to Covenant with Thornwell 
in the memo portion, or https://thornwell.org/give/ 

https://thornwell.org/give/
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Please look through these volunteer  opportunities at 
Covenant in November and sign up if you can help! 

 

Deep thanks to all who donated Thanksgiving Gift Cards for our neighbors in need from Gaines                
Elementary School and Cedar Shoals High School. Because of your generosity, we delivered $725 in 
Walmart Gift Cards to them today for distribution before the Thanksgiving holiday. That's 29 families 
who will have a $25 gift card to purchase food for their families. You are truly a blessing to these 
families, Covenant Friends!                     

  

2. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Athens Free Clinic @ Covenant  
Volunteers are needed to welcome the medical team into the church building and to sit at the front desk to greet      
clients as they arrive for their appointments. Sign-up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-
athens#/ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
3. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Covenant Cooks "First Tuesday" Dinners (Alternating between Athens Area Homeless Shel-
ter for children and families and The Table) Our December date is coming up right         after Thanksgiving, so please 
sign up now if you are available during the first week of December so we are sure to have this meal covered! 
Sign up to volunteer here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-44868340-serving#/ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
4. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Covenant Food Pantry (Every Thursday)  
Sign-up to volunteer here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-covenant#/ 

5. COMPOSTING HELP NEEDED: Delivery of compost materials 
We need help delivering our composting materials to collection sites. Please sign up at this link if you can help: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-59916058-covenant#/ 

6. MEAL PROVIDERS NEEDED: Covenant Youth Group                                                                                                                              
Please sign up below if you are able to bring dinner to the Covenant Youth Group on a Sunday  evening (approx. 15 
people). Sign up at this link if you can help: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-54091633-
covenant 
 
7. BAKERS NEEDED: Covenant Birthday Brigade  
The Covenant Birthday Brigade makes birthday cakes for children with a birthday while living at the Athens Area 
Homeless Shelter. Please email Amy at abaer@covpresathens.org if you are interested in joining the Covenant          
Birthday Brigade! 

 

Thursday, Nov 20th the Covenant 
Presbyterian Women thoughtfully collected, assembled and carefully 
packaged up these lovely Exam Week Care Packages for the college              

students at The Table and Lydia's Place (College kids who have aged out 
of foster care). They even added lovely messages of encouragement for 
each student on the packages! Thank you for your thoughtfulness and 

generosity, PW!  You are a blessing! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-athens#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-athens#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-44868340-serving#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-covenant#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-59916058-covenant#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-54091633-covenant
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-54091633-covenant
mailto:abaer@covpresathens.org
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Covenant by the Week! 
November 23, 2025  

SUNDAY -                                                                                         
9:30am Sunday School for all ages                                          
11:00am WORSHIP                                                                       
Noon—6pm TurkeyPalooza Cooking (Campus Kitchen)                                                                                        
2:30pm 12 Step Group                                                                    
5:00pm Youth Group                                                                         
6:30pm Campus Kitchen                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                        

MONDAY             OFFICE CLOSED                                              
11:30am New Horizons Band Rehearsal                                
2pm New Horizons Strings Rehearsal                            
6:00pm Campus Kitchen                                                                   
7:00pm 12 Step Group in Journey Classroom                              
7:00pm Bells of NEGA                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                     

TUESDAY           OFFICE CLOSED                                                
12 noon—3pm Bigger Vision                                                            
9:30am preparing bags for food 
distribution                                                      
1:00pm Covenant Food                           
Distribution                                                
6:00pm Campus Kitchen                                                                  
7:00pm 12 Step Group Meeting                                             
                                         

                                                                                                    
WEDNESDAY OFFICE CLOSED                                                    
NO COVENANT CONNECTION                                                 
7:00pm 12 Step Group—
downstairs                                               

                                     

THURSDAY  THANKSGIVING          
OFFICE CLOSED                                           
7:00pm 12 Step Meeting                                                                                                                        

 

 

FRIDAY           OFFICE CLOSED                                                        
7:00pm 12 Step Meeting                                        

  

SATURDAY                                                                                                 
10:30am 12 Step Group                                                               

 

           

                                November 30, 2025  

SUNDAY -                                                                                         
9:30am Sunday School for all ages                                          
11:00am WORSHIP                                                                       
Hanging of the Greens following worship                                                                    
12:15pm Elder Training                                                                                          
2:30pm 12 Step Group                                                                             
5:00pm Youth Group driving to Bigger Vision                                                                   
6:30pm Campus Kitchen                                                                 

                                                                                                                             

MONDAY             OFFICE CLOSED                                              
11:30am New Horizons Band Rehearsal                                
2pm New Horizons Strings Rehearsal                            
6:00pm Campus Kitchen                                                                   
7:00pm 12 Step Group in Journey Classroom                              
7:00pm Bells of NEGA                                                                                                         

                                                                                                     

TUESDAY                                                                                    
11:30am Lunch Bunch at DePalma’s Eastside                     
12 noon—3pm Bigger Vision                                                            
6:00pm Campus Kitchen                                                                    
6:15pm Stated Session Meeting                                                                 
7:00pm 12 Step Group Meeting                                             
                                         

                                                                                                    
WEDNESDAY                                                                           
5:30pm Covenant Connection (family meal)              
6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal                                                 
6:15pm First Wednesday with Pastor Tom                      
7:15pm Adult Choir Rehearsal                                            
7:00pm 12 Step Group—downstairs                                               

                                     

THURSDAY—TREE DECORATING IN WC                                                                           
9:30am Campus Kitchen                                                                 
9:30am preparing bags for food distribution                                                      
1:00pm Covenant Food Distribution                                                                                                                       
7:00pm 12 Step Meeting                                                                                                       

 

 

FRIDAY  Progressive Dinner 6pm—10pm with                          
dessert in the fellowship hall                                                                                
7:00pm 12 Step Meeting                                        

  

SATURDAY                                                                                                 
10:30am 12 Step Group                                                               

 

           


