
   

Member NE GEORGIA Presbytery,                                                                          
Synod of the South Atlantic,  General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA)  
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  T h e  C ov e n a n t e r                                        

Au gu s t  2 ,  2 0 2 6  

Please click here to view Covenant’s Worship Service on YouTube for                       
Sunday, August 2, 2026 at 11am: https:www.youtube.com/cpcathens            

Link to the bulletin: https://www.covpresathens.org/bulletin/ 

Covenant Presbyterian Church, 1065 Gaines School Road, Athens, Ga 30605—706-548-2756 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE for SUNDAYS 

Journey Sunday School Class begins at 8:45am 

The Upper Room Sunday School Class begins at 8:45am                                     
 

WORSHIP at 10:00am 

Big Thanks to Gloria Pylant and Dell Whitehead for preparing              
delicious evening meals for the two families currently housed in the 
Family Promise Program during Covenant's week.  

And Thank You Covenant Members for donating all the supplies of 
toilet paper, paper towels, women’s deodorant, sponges, trash bags, and eye drops for the                    
program. Family Promise thanks you all!!                                                                                                             
And so do we, the Bowers, the Hales, the Parishes, the Stones 

S U N D A Y,  AUGUST 16, 2026 
  
 
RALLY DAY  BRUNCH   9:15 AM  
Join us for brunch consisting of donuts, muffins, 
croissants, fruit and coffee, tea & juice  courtesy of 
the Fellowship Ministry Team.  

  

OPENING PROGRAM   9:15 AM                                                                                                                                 

You will  have the opportunity to explore the many ways to get involved. Representatives from 
each ministry team will be available at individual tables throughout the room to answer ques-
tions, share information about their ministries, and discuss volunteer opportunities. Take 
time to visit the tables that interest you most and discover how your gifts and interests can 
make a difference in the life of our church. Our ministry teams include: Building & Grounds, 
Christian Education, Congregational Care, Congregational Fellowship, Finance, Mission & Outreach, 
Personnel,  & Worship 

                                                CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP 11:00 AM 

 with commissioning of our Christian Education Teachers, Covenant Connection Leaders,                          
                                                 and Youth Group Leaders 

https://www.youtube.com/cpcathens
https://www.covpresathens.org/bulletin/
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS:                                                                   

Genesis 32: 22-31, Psalm 17: 1-7, 15 

Isaiah 55: 1-5, Psalm 145: 8-9, 14-21 

Romans 9: 1-5, Matthew 14: 13-21 

Financial Summary for Week #4                            

Anticipated Pledges— $ 37,793.73                          

Pledges Received— $  34,212.69                              

!              

The celebration of life for Karen Menke will be 
on Saturday, August 8th at 2pm at Covenant. 

A reception will follow in the fellowship hall. 

To give to covenant online 
scan the QR code or click on 
this link: https://
www.covpresathens.o rg/
online-giving 

The Presbyterian Foundation (Vanco Online) has issued a 
new QR code.  See above. 

A special thank you to everyone for their 

support during Karen’s illness. Your pray-

ers, cards, and kind thoughts mean so 

much.  And especially to Pastor Tom for 

the home visits that meant the world to 

Karen and me.  Bruce Menke 

OLOMOUC -- Please mark your calendar for dates 
focusing on fellowship with our sister church in                
Olomouc, Czech Republic.  On Sunday, September 13 
our worship service will focus on the partnership                
between our churches. After the service, please stay 
to enjoy a few Czech treats. On Wednesday,                          
September 16 at 5:30 PM during the Covenant Con-
nection dinner, we'll have a trip planning meeting for 
those interested in learning about the 2027 group 
trip. (Please RSVP to valeriefreystone 
at gmail.com for the Wednesday meeting so we can 
notify the kitchen crew.)  The group trip to Olomouc 
is planned for July 15 – 27, 2027. Our sister church will 
provide lodging and travel help, so the trip is limited 
to ten travelers.  

Dear Covenant Family,   

Thank you so much for the prayers, cards and 

words of encouragement with which you sup-

ported our family during the illness and passing 

of my brother, Richard. You are all so dear.                     

Gloria Pylant, Alice & Patrick McMaster 

https://www.covpresathens.org/online-giving
https://www.covpresathens.org/online-giving
https://www.covpresathens.org/online-giving
https://www.covpresathens.org/online-giving
http://gmail.com
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NURSERY MINISTRY 2026 

SUNDAY, August 2 

Ellen Stoneburner, Brian Herndon 

SUNDAY, August 9 

Adam & Rebecca Rea 

          OPEN AND CLOSE THE BUILDING                                                                                           

Chris Wilson 1st Sunday       Judy Capie 2nd Sunday                                                                                                        

Pam Knox 3rd Sunday      Tim Foutz 4th Sunday                                                                                                                       

Brian Striggow 5th Sunday  

Grounds Stewards                                                                                                           

First Monday Week – Katy Terry & Chris Wilson                                                                                                    

Second Monday Week – Don & Alex Clark                                                                                                        

Third Monday Week  - Phil Hale & Phil Koehler                                                                                                     

Fourth Monday Week – Susan & Randy Parish                                                                                                         

Fifth Monday Week – Ellen Stoneburner 

If you would like to volunteer for the 

Nursery or just like more information                 

contact Ellen Stoneburner at                                          

ellenstoneburner@gmail.com 

Will resume 
Wednesday, 

August 19, 2026 
at 5:30pm 

KNITTERS & KNOTTERS—                                                 

Will resume Thursday, August 6 

Join us in the library every Thursday at 2pm.                       

We Knit & Knot and have lots of laughs.                      

No experience necessary.  
5:30pm Covenant Connection family meal                           

6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal                                                            

6:15pm Bible Study with Pastor Tom                                    

7:15pm Adult Choir Rehearsal                                                                 

Sunday Schedule              

8:45am Upper Room Class 

8:45am Journey Class 

10:00am Worship 

Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study books are now available                             
in the copy room. First meeting is Thursday, Sept. 17 at 9:30am. 

Regular print is $16.00 each and Large print is $20.00 each 

Please make your check out to Covenant with PW Book in the memo portion 
of the check.  
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THE UPPER ROOM 8:45am, August 2, 2026 James Malone hosts, with different members 
facilitating the discussion of the weekly chapter in The Present Word. To participate via Zoom, 
please contact James at giillbillvolume1@yahoo.com. 

 

The “JOURNEY” August 2, 2026, 8:45am  Join us this Sunday at 8:45 for coffee, concerns 
and celebrations, and discussion.  

Green Dream T eam News  

  
August 23,   Next Green Dream Team Meeting - 12:15pm in Journey Class room.   
Come join us to see what other projects and events we have planned.  

 
Sept/Oct (TBD)   Youth Art Activity & Dinner with Green Dream Team (GDT)  5:00pm 
GDT members will join them for the meal and lead our youth in painting bird feeders.  

 
September 19,  Covenant Road Clean Up   9:00am at Covenant 
All are welcome to join us!  Please bring a water bottle, work gloves, and sunglasses.   
RSVP to Jennifer Frey at jenofrey@gmail.com or sign up on the Covenant bulletin board.   

                                                                                     Future Events:  
October 10  Nature Walk in Athens with GDT members.  

October (TBD)  Field Trip ACC Water Reclamation Facility  Time: (TBD)                                                                                                                                 
Join the GDT on a tour of one of the ACC Water Reclamation Facilities. Please RSVP to Heather Jarboe 
at jarboeh@gmail.com to join this tour. 

KINDERGARTENERS – FIFTH GRADERS BEGINNING AUGUST 23RD.                          

The designated downstairs Church School space is painted with murals inviting 
young people into the world of sacred story. Within these walls, songs and stories of 

faith shaping the lives of young disciples are shared in creative ways by a team of tal-
ented volunteers. The curriculum includes the “Growing in God’s Love, a story Bible. 
The children grouped as K -2nd graders and 3rd – 5th graders, are shepherded each 
month.   

Teachers: Betsy Burmeister, Katy McGill                                                                                                                            
Shepherds: Kay Millar, Jere Bowden, & Shari Cobb  Substitute: Kay Brooks  

Oasis Theatre – the Story through drama        Temple Courtyard – the Story through creative games                              
Loaves and Fishes – the snack time and fellowship                                                                                                              
Pottery Workshop – the Story through crafts. 

mailto:giillbillvolume1@yahoo.com
mailto:jenofrey@gmail.com
mailto:jarboeh@gmail.com
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Please look through these volunteer              
opportunities at Covenant in November 
and sign up if you can help! 

 

Athens Free Clinic @ Covenant—Volunteers are needed to welcome the medical team into the 
church building and to sit at the front desk to greet clients as they arrive for their appointments. Sign up 
here to volunteer: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-athens#/                                                              
Volunteers are especially needed to help with setting up the space ahead of the clinic’s start and ensuring 
all visitors feel welcome and supported. No prior experience is necessary—just a friendly attitude and a 
willingness to lend a hand. 

 

"First Tuesday" Dinners  (VOLUNTEERS MOST NEEDED)                                                                    
Athens Area Homeless Shelter, (NEW ADDRESS) 205 Bray Street Unit #411                                               
DROP OFF TIMES: 4:00pm – 6:00pm Signup to volunteer here:                                                                                        
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-44868340-serving#/ 
Sign up to volunteer here: The TABLE signups will begin again in the fall 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-44868340-
serving#/ 

 
Covenant Food Pantry (Every Thursday) 
Volunteering with the Food Pantry is a great way for Covenanters to help. Sessions are 
from 9:30-11am where we pack grocery bags, and from 12:30pm-1:30pm, where we distrib-
ute groceries. The afternoon session is particularly important as it takes about 15 volunteers 
to run smoothly. Sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-
covenant#/  The college volunteers will be gone for the summer so now is a great time 
to volunteer. Most needed time is the 12:30pm – 1:30pm shift. Thank you Covenant! 

 
BAKERS NEEDED: Covenant Birthday Brigade 
The Covenant Birthday Brigade makes birthday cakes for children with a birthday while living at the 
Athens Area Homeless Shelter and Project Safe. Please email Marlah Gaspard at                                              
mgaspard@helpathenshomeless.org. if you are interested in joining the Covenant Birthday Brigade 
and want to provide a cake for the Shelter. Emma Boardman is our contact at Project Safe. She can be               
contacted at eboardman@project-safe.org, if you want to add your name to our email volunteer list. 

Athens Area Emergency Food 

Bank is still in need of brown 

paper bags.  Please put them 

on the table as you enter the 

gathering room. 

(please no egg 

cartons) Thank 

you! 

A heartfelt thank you to the UGA 
Campus Kitchen students and                      
Julianna O’Connell, Campus Kitchen 
Coordinator, for giving Covenant's 
Little Free Pantry a fresh new look 
with their beautiful painting and               
decorating! Covenant's Little Free  
Pantry is a community resource where 
anyone can leave nonperishable food 
items to share with others or take 
what they need. Together, we help   
ensure that everyone has access to 
food and experiences the care of our 
community. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-athens#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-44868340-serving%23/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-44868340-serving%23/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-44868340-serving%23/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-covenant#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084AA5AA22A20-covenant#/
mailto:mgaspard@helpathenshomeless.org
mailto:eboardman@project-safe.org
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Covenant by the Week! 

                                    August 02, 2026  

SUNDAY -                                                                                         
8:45am Sunday School Journey Class                                    
8:45am Sunday School Upper Room Class                             
10:00am Worship                                                                 
After Worship Punch & Cookies Reception  

                                                                                                                                                                        

MONDAY             OFFICE CLOSED                                              
11:30am New Horizons Band Rehearsal                                
7:00pm 12 Step Group in Journey Classroom                               

                                                                                                     

TUESDAY    OFFICE OPEN 10am—4pm                                 
7:00pm 12 Step Group Meeting                                                            
                                         

                                                                                                    
WEDNESDAY   OFFICE OPEN  10am—4pm                                                                               
11:30am New Horizons Band                                                
6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal                                                            
7:15pm Adult Choir Rehearsal                                                                 
7:00pm 12 Step Group—downstairs                                               

                                     

THURSDAY—  OFFICE OPEN 10am-4pm                                                                                
9:30am preparing bags for food distribution                                                      
1:00pm Covenant Food Distribution                                           
2pm Knitters and Knotters                                                        
7:00pm 12 Step Meeting                                                                

 

FRIDAY–  OFFICE OPEN 10am—4pm                                         
8:30am Fellowship Hall Cleaned                                 

 

SATURDAY                                                                                     
10:30am 12 Step Group                                                                  
2pm Memorial Service for Karen Menke                                       
Reception following in the FH                                                         

                                    August 09, 2026  

SUNDAY -                                                                                         
8:45am Sunday School Journey Class                                    
8:45am Sunday School Upper Room Class                             
10:00am Worship                                                                 
After Worship Punch & Cookies Reception  

                                                                                                                             

MONDAY             OFFICE CLOSED                                              
11:30am New Horizons Band Rehearsal                               
2:15pm Solar Meeting in Library  (GDT)                               
7:00pm 12 Step Group in Journey Classroom                               

                                                                                                     

TUESDAY    OFFICE OPEN 10am—4pm                                 
4:30pm Socrates Café (OLLI)                                                      
6:00pm 12 Step Group Meeting                                                        
7:30pm Worship Ministry Team Meeting                                                            
                                         

                                                                                                    
WEDNESDAY   OFFICE OPEN  10am—4pm                                                                               
11:30am New Horizons Band                                                
6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal                                                            
7:15pm Adult Choir Rehearsal                                                                 
7:00pm 12 Step Group—downstairs                                               

                                     

THURSDAY—  OFFICE OPEN 10am-4pm                                                                                
9:30am preparing bags for food distribution                                                      
1:00pm Covenant Food Distribution                                           
2pm Knitters and Knotters                                                                
6:30pm Finance Ministry Team Meeting via Zoom                                                                                
7:00pm 12 Step Meeting                                                                

 

FRIDAY–  OFFICE OPEN 10am—4pm                                         
8:30am Fellowship Hall Cleaned                                 

 

SATURDAY                                                                                     
10:30am 12 Step Group                                                                   


